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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 TOKYO 10801 140522Z 
ACTION NRC-07 

INFO OCT-01 EA-12 ISO-OO OES-07 ACDA-12 CIAE-00 INR-10 
10-14 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 EB-08 SOE-02 DODE-OO 
DOE-15 SS-15 SP-02 CEQ-01 /114W 

047798 141835Z/64 

R 14052 1Z JUN 78 
FM AMEMBASSY TOKYO 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 8786 

UNCLAS TOKYO 10801 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: TECH, JA 

SUBJECT: SPENT FUEL STORAGE CAPACITY 

STATE PASS TO NRC FOR J.D. LAFLEUR 

1 . EMBASSY HAS BEEN QUESTIONED REGARDING USNRC POSITION 
THAT FULL CORE STORAGE AVAILABILITY NOT IMPOSED ON US 
UTILITIES BY NRC SINCE PROBLEM IS OPERATIONAL RATHER THAN 
SAFETY RELATED. QUESTION RELATES TO ASME SECTION 1 1 
REQUIREMENT FOR FULL VESSEL INSPECTION ONCE EVERY TEN YEARS 
AND NOZZLE AND FLANGE INSPECTION ONCE EVERY THREE YEARS. 

2. EMBASSY RESPONDED ALONG LINES THAT MAINTENANCE OF FULL 
CORE STORAGE SPACE TO PERMIT UNLOADING FOR VESSEL 
INSPECTION CONSTITUTES AN OPERATIONAL REQUIREMENT WHICH 
THE UTILITY WOULD HAVE TO PLAN FOR IN ADVANCE. THIS WOULD 
BE IN CONTRAST TO GOJ GUIDANCE THAT FULL CORE STORAGE 
SPACE BE MAINTAINED AT ALL TIMES IN CASE UNSCHEDULED 
UNLOADING REQUIRED. 

3. REQUEST NRC CONFIRM OR COMMENT ON VALIDITY ABOVE 
STATEMENT. MANSFIELD 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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